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On May 6, 1992, "Now It Can Be Told " aired a program with the 
intriguing title " The Curse of_> JFK ."* During that show Geraldo 
Rivera and his staff of reporters discussed the death of Lee Bowers 
Jr. Bowers died August 9, 1966 about four hours after the car he 
was driving drifted off a north Texas road and struck a concrete 
abutment. 
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At the time of the Kennedy assassination Bowers worked in a 
railroad switch tower behind Dealey Plaza. As tower operator he had 
an unobstructed view of the area in back of the picket fence. The 
House Select Committee identified that location, as the probable 
position of a second gunman. The Warren Commission felt Bowers' 
observations were important enough to depose him. 
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Over the years investigators have related conflicting accounts 
of how Bowers died. Some individuals claim the auto accident was a 
murder. The account usually follows the line that someone killed 
Bowers because he saw too much, never told The Warren Commission 
all he knew and could have identified participants in the 
assassination. • w 
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To me, Geraldo Rivera Is a sensationalist. His staff does not 
take time to confirm witnesses' stories. His research consultants' 
veracity is usually unquestioned. The search for documentation is 
superficial. Opinions pass as facts. With " The Curse of JFK " this 
led to inaccurate reporting. 

• •• >. • >:•* -■ • 

My investigation of Bowers' death began about a year ago. I 
spoke with family members, friends and checked .public records. 
During Geraldo' s show a guest mentioned Lee's brother Monty. Monty 
died a few years after Lee. .1 first contacted Monty's widow in 
August 1991. and now because of this program called again to ask for 
her help. She and her 'family provided leads and background 

information concerning events of that period. 
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After speaking with Monty's widow, I decided to reopen my 
probe into Bowers' death. I would retrace the steps taken by 
Rivera's staff. Maybe I could come up with some names, conduct 
interviews and find what parts of " The Curse of JFK " were fact and 
what was .fiction. 
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Geraldo opened the segment with the first of many inac cur ate 
statements. He claimed Lee Bowers wanted to know who killed JFK. " 
. . • (He) was looking for the answer to that question until his 
untimely death." There is no evidence that Bowers ever attempted to 
learn who shot Kennedy. 
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Next assassination researcher Robert , Groden appeared.. He 
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remarked, "Lee Bowers was heading west here on highway sixty-seven 
heading from Midlothian down to Cleburne and according to an 
eyewitness he was driven off the road by a black car. Drove him 
into this bridge abutment. He didn't die immediately, he held on 
for four hours and during that time he was talking to*, the ambulance 
people and told them that he felt he had been drugged when he 
stopped for coffee back there a few miles in Midlothian." 
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Author, researcher Penn Jones Jr. in his book "Forgive My 
Grief IJ" said, • . . his car drifted,’ according to two 
eyewitnesses, into a concrete bridge abutment at 9:30 a. m. going at 
a speed of fifty miles per hour. The doctor from Midlothian who 
attended Bowers stated that he did not have a heart attack and that 
he thought Bowers was in some sort of 'strange shock'." 1 
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Since Groden and Jones appeared on the same show, I thought 
Geraldo's * staff would have talked to both men. They gave 
conflicting versions of the same story 1 **: 
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Were there three witnesses? Groden found one, Jones two. 
Groden discovered some ambulance attendants, who claimed Bowers said 
someone drugged him. Jones found. a doctor who* maintained Bowers was 
in a strange shock? Did the car drift or was it forced into the 
abutment? Who observed the mysterious black car? 
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I started - my inquiry : by examining a description of the 
accident. The summary appeared in Penn Jones' own newspaper , The 
Midlothian Mirror. 



"Lee . E. ' Bowers Jr., 41, of Dallas, died 
from injuries received in a one car accident, ■ 
Tuesday, August 9. 

Bowers traveling alone in a late model 
Pontiac, hit a bridge two miles southwest of 
Midlothian on highway 67 about 9:30 a.m. He 
was taken to W.C. Tenery Community Hospital in 
Waxahachie, by a Pat Martin ambulance, and 
later transferred to Methodist Hospital in 
Dallas where he died at 1:30 p.m. 

He was vice-president of Lockwood 
Meadows, Inc. in Dallas." 2 



I called the Pat Martin Funeral Home. The Martin Funeral Home 
is now the Coward Funeral Home. Mr. Noel Coward purchased the 
Martin Funeral Home in 1964 retaining the Martin name for 




1 Penn Jones Jr., Forgive My Grief II (Midlothian, Texas:The 
Midlothian Mirror, 1967) p. 27. 

— e 

9 

a The Midlothian Mirror, "Accident Injuries Fatal To 
Dallasite" (Ellis 'County, Texas: August 11, 1966) p. 1. 
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